[Absent pulmonary valve syndrome in tetralogy of Fallot: report of two cases].
A combination of absence of the pulmonary valve with ventricular septal defect, annular pulmonary stenosis and aneurysm of the pulmonary artery is called "absent pulmonary valve syndrome". Most patients with this condition suffered from severe respiratory symptoms in early infancy. Respiratory failure which is the leading cause of mortality in infants with this syndrome, results from pulmonary emphysema, pulmonary atelectasis or pulmonary infection as a consequence of compression of the bronchus by the pulmonary aneurysm. If these patients can be treated medically to survive beyond one year old, gradual decrease in severity of symptoms is expected. A definite correction in childhood is recommended. Otherwise, palliative operation in infancy has a high mortality rate. This paper reported two cases with severe symptoms in infancy; one patient expired at nine months of age, and the other lived beyond one year to receive surgical correction at the age of three. The etiology, clinical features and treatment of absent pulmonary valve syndrome are also discussed.